THE  LAST FESTIVITIES.

to put into the scales with peace all the chances of war.
Consider the general irritation, the state in which
Germany will be as soon as Austria shall have spoken ;
the lassitude of France, its noble devotion, and its sac-
rifices after the Russian disasters; listen to all the
prayers uttered in France for peace ; to those of your
devoted servants, true Frenchmen, who, lite me, are
forced to tell you that it is necessary to allay the
feverishness of Europe, to loosen this coalition by
peace ; and, whatever may be your projects, to await
in the future what the greatest successes cannot give
you to-day. Such a peace, made after our army has
recovered its honor in several battles, can only be an
honorable one. After so much time has been lost,
the hours are numbered ; one of the objects of this
letter is to remind Your Majesty of this. There are
too many passions urging war to allow of any delay
in making peace. I repeat it, because such is my
strong conviction; may Your Majesty thus decide;
and be sure that in speaking to him as I do, I think
less of the honor of signing it, than of the happiness
of my country, and of that which Your Majesty will
find in the certainty of having done something wise
in policy, and worthy of his great character."

Austria left Napoleon only forty-eight hours to
receive its ultimatum, to consider it, and to decide.
If he accepted, it had to be done at once, and he had
no opportunity to alter a single word. At the most,
lie had still time enough to accept everything and to
send word to his plenipotentiaries* But he made the